
Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, February 11, 2014 

 

ATTENTION 

 

Probate cases on this calendar are currently under review by the probate 

examiners.  Review of some probate cases may not be completed and therefore 

have not been posted.   

 

If your probate case has not been posted please check back again later.  

 

Thank you for your patience. 
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9  Taylor Lynn Cheek & Byron Michael Cheek (GUARD/P) Case No. 08CEPR00940 
 Atty Cheek, Tania (pro per – mother)   

 Atty Mathes, Karen L. (for Terry & Linda Cheek – paternal grandparents/guardians)   
 Status Hearing Re: Visitation 

Taylor, 11 

 

TERRY CHEEK and LINDA CHEEK, paternal 
grandparents, were appointed as guardians on 
12/01/08. 
 
TANIA CHEEK, mother, filed a petition for 
termination of the guardianship, which was 
denied on 07/24/13. 
 
At hearing on 7-24-13, the Court referred the case 
to CPS to check on who is living in the home with 
the child and its safety. DSS Social Worker Keith 
Hodge was present in Court. Mr. Hodge was 
asked to submit a report to the Court and to the 
other parties. The Court ordered a marginal 
increase in visitation between the mother and the 
children and set this status hearing.  
 
 
DSS Social Worker Keith Hodge filed a report on 8-
27-13.  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 
CONTINUED FROM 10/09/13 

Minute Order from 10/09/13 states: 

Stipulation and Order to Use Certified 

Shorthand Reporter is signed by the 

Court.  The Court is informed that 

father is still living in the home.  Parties 

agree to participate in an evaluation.  

The Court orders that visitation remain 

from 3:00pm to 6:00pm on the 2nd and 

4th Saturday of every month.  

Telephone calls between mother and 

the children shall remain as previously 

set per agreement of the parties and 

order of the Court.  In the event 

something arises and the telephone 

call(s) cannot be exercised as 

scheduled, parties are not to 

negotiate in good faith so the calls(s) 

can be rescheduled and time is not 

lost. 

 

Byron, 8 
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11 Michael & Sophi Arretche (GUARD/P) Case No. 13CEPR00941 
 Atty Laughlin, Dennis (pro per – uncle/Petitioner     
 Atty Villegas, Terry (pro per – uncle’s fiancé/Petitioner)     
 Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person (Prob. C. 1510) 

Michael, 6 

 

TEMPORARY EXPIRES 02/11/14 

 

DENNIS LAUGHLIN, maternal uncle, and 

TERRY VILLEGAS, his fiancé, are Petitioners. 

 

Father: MITCH ARRETCHE – declaration of 

due diligence filed 12/11/13 

 

Mother: SOPHIA DAVIS – deceased 

 

Paternal grandparents: NOT LISTED 

 

Maternal grandfather: RANDY DAVIS – 

served by mail on 12/06/13 without a 

copy of the Petition 

Maternal grandmother: NOT LISTED 

 

Siblings: ANGELINA RODRIGUEZ, ATHENA 

RODRIGUEZ - served by mail on 12/06/13 

without a copy of the Petition 

 

Petitioners state that the children have 

been in their care since the mother died 

on 08/04/13.  The father is currently 

incarcerated.  Petitioners state that they 

are able to provide a stable home for the 

children. 

 

Court Investigator Samantha Henson filed 

a report on 12/19/13.  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 
1. Need UCCJEA. 
2. Declaration of Due Diligence filed 

regarding father, Mitch Arretche, states 
that his current whereabouts are unknown.  
Petitioners last knew him to be in the Fresno 
County Jail, but he is no longer there.  If 
diligence is not found, need proof of 
personal service at least 15 days before the 
hearing of Notice of Hearing with a copy of 
the Petition for Appointment of Guardian of 
the Person or Consent & Waiver of Notice 
for: 
- Mitch Arretche (father) 

3. Need proof of service by mail at least 15 
days before the hearing of Notice of 
Hearing with a copy of the Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of the Person or 
Consent & Waiver of Notice or Declaration 
of Due Diligence for: 
a. Paternal grandparents 
b. Randy Davis* 
c. Angelina Rodriguez (if 12 or over)* 
d. Athena Rodriguez (if 12 or over)* *proof 

of service filed 12/11/13 is not marked 
indicating that a copy of the Petition 
was mailed along with the Notice of 
Hearing 

 
Note: Petitioners indicated that the children 
have Indian ancestry.  The required Notice of 
Child Custody Proceeding for Indian Child 
(Form ICWA-030) was served on the necessary 
entities on 12/12/13.  No response has been 
received from any of the tribes to which notice 
was sent.  60 days have elapsed since service 
was sent, therefore this petition may proceed 
pursuant to CA Rules of Court 7.1015(c)(9) 
whichr states if after a reasonable time 
following service of notice under the act—but 
in no event less than 60 days—no 
determinative response to the Notice of Child 
Custody Proceeding is received, the court may 
determine that the act does not apply to the 
proceeding unless further evidence of its 
applicability is later received.  
 

Sophi, 5 
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